Bainbridge Township Gas Well  Contamination

Thrasher, Dinsmore and Dolan has agreed to represent more than 39 Bainbridge Township home owners affected by the release of methane, and other gasses, into their drinking water. On December 15, 2007 the methane contamination was discovered when a house exploded on English Drive. Emergency responders quickly realized the cause of the explosion and evacuated 26 homes.  After an investigation by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Ohio Valley Energy’s well located on English Drive was determined to be the source of the contamination. As of June 25, 2008, the affected residents still cannot drink their water and many are burdened with massive water storage tanks and a web of hoses run throughout their homes.
Ohio Valley Energy started construction of the problematic well on October 18, 2007.  This is a complicated process that starts with the gas company drilling a hole in the ground, which in this case was drilled to a total depth of 3926 feet. After the well is drilled, a casing is inserted and cemented into place. The cement is poured to protect the groundwater aquifers used as a potable water supply from exposure to the gas. After the cement is poured, the gas company injects sand and water into the well to stimulate the gas. The gas then becomes pressurized and flows out of the well through a pipe to the gas company’s storage facility. 
Although a dangerous process, gas wells are typically created and function without a problem. However, due to a series of errors committed by Ohio Valley Energy, and/or its contractors, this well became very dangerous.  Instead of restricting the gas to only escaping through the pipe, a build up of pressure caused the gas to flow horizontally, not vertically, into the aquifers of the neighboring community. For a full description of the causes of the methane contamination, see the Ohio Department of Natural Resources report on the incident: 
 http://www.bainbridgetwp.com/dynamic_content/special_reports/FinalAnalysisfromODNRConcerningEnglishWellDrilling.pdf.
If you live near English Drive in Bainbridge Township, you may have been affected.  Residents in this area are seeing a consistent rise in methane levels, and the gas is spreading to new areas everyday. Some of the affected residents have noticed a bubbling in their water coming from the faucet, a discoloration of the water, and other adverse effects resulting from the exposure. If you have noticed any of these symptoms or feel that your property may have been affected, you may contact Dale H. Markowitz, the principal attorney working on this matter.
